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North West India Region’s students gather together and organized prayer fellowship in Baring Union 
Christian College campus, Batala on June 20, 2018. Prayer fellowship focused on our movement and 
its involvement in transforming the society. Student community learned about the  oppressed com-
munities such as Dalits, Tribals, women, children, landless farmers and growing violence,  religious 
dispute, corruption, injustice, pollution which are badly affecting the environment. Students ex-
pressed commitment to actively participate in the activities of the movement to equip and shape 
themselves for their future. Prayer included major concerns of the  movement. The fellowship        
concluded   with unit programme planning for the  Academic year 2018-19. 
                                                                 Daniel Das, Programme Secretary, SCMI North West India 

The Student Christian Movement of India is a students’ movement with Christian ethos which maintains a             
fellowship of students, teachers and senior friends with commitments to translate Christian Faith into action 
through contemporizing faith in Jesus Christ by discerning critically the signs of times. 

Prayer Fellow
ship

creating awareness and sensitizing people about the gruesome   injustice that has been laid out to the 
Palestinians. Around 20 people  gathered for the event which included staff members, college stu-
dents and interns of SCMI.

Dakerlin Mukhim, Faith, Formation and Praxis Desk

       For seven decades, Palestinians            
have commemorated the Nakba or                 
Catastrophe, when the ethnic cleansing of 
more than 700,000 Palestinians took 
place along with the destruction of more 
than 500 villages on 15th May, 1948.
TheThe Nakba commemoration this year 
marked 70 years of dispossession of the 
refugees - now numbering in millions - 
who are still waiting for their right of 
return. On 15th May 2018, the Student 
Christian Movement of India (SCMI) 
collaborated   with   student   interns   on  
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Homes are not just defined on the coordinates of time and space rather it is an emotion. The grief of leaving our homes 
could make us sick (homesick). Then imagine the trauma of those refugees whose emotion of home is colonized by the 
bureaucrats and the systemic evils of the world. Houses could be built but homes are not the niche of an architect, they 
evolve; not just out of the blue but through sheer sacrifices, compromises, endurance, hope, and pain. Homes are the 
concrete expressions of human abstraction. When people are made to be homeless it is not just rendering them space-less 
ratherrather you take a toll on their humanness. Devoid of homes means devoid of emotions and bereft of emotions humans 
are just a mass of flesh. Theologians and faith leaders add impetus to this. Eulogizing the ordeals of exile through the     
intervention of a Divine force makes suffering and endurance sacrilegious. Resistance and resilience turn to be an inert 
cognizance in this entire process. 
The 1951 Refugee Convention defines a refugee as “someone who is unable or unwilling to return to their country of 
origin owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a        
particular social group, or political opinion.” It is quite disheartening that a nation like India which takes pride in its 
legacy of welcoming guests through one of its ancient maxims, athithi Devo bhava (a guest is akin to God), has not 
signed the 1951 Refugee Convention. India, not being a signatory of the 1951 Refugee Convention, deals with the refu-
geesgees and asylum seekers under the Foreigners Act 1946 which treats refugees and tourists, illegal immigrants, economic               
immigrants alike. Indian judiciary lacks a specific legal framework for the refugees. 
We the Church cannot elope accountability as we claim to be the bride of Jesus, who was a refugee himself. Jesus, who 
had to face shut doors even before his birth, grows up and says to the world that “I am the door of the sheep”. The        
statement “I am the door” itself is so beautiful. What could be more beautiful in this world than being doors to others?  
Could the Church be doors to the refugees so as to maintain the credibility of the statement of Christ? Yes, it could.             
I would  solicit your attention to the Gubbio Project co-founded in 2004 by community activists Shelly Roder and Father 
LouisLouis Vitale; wherein which an average of 225 homeless people seek safety and rest on the pews in the sanctuary of       
St. Boniface church in San Francisco every day. 
To conclude, amidst this growing and groaning refugee crisis we are demanded to contemplate on the pathos of the       
refugees as well as reverberate the same through our praxis. We are called to be doors to others. Fred Rogers reckoned, 
“We live in a world in which we need to share responsibility. It’s easy to say “It’s not my child, not my community, not 
my world, not my problem.” Then there are those who see the need and respond. I consider those people my heroes.” 
Humans are social beings and cannot live as islands, keeping at bay the petrifying realities. There is no substitute for      
empathetic engagement. 

Basil Paul  
((A deacon of the Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church.Currently serving as an intern of Youth Concerns at NCCI)

Home: An Emotion 
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The Indian society that has been very tolerant is changing its approach. It seems to be growing numb to violence and 
suffering. We have an obligation to respond. It is our duty to stand in solidarity with social activists who are thriving 
for social harmony. It is very essential for the movements like ours to embrace the principles of non violence and teach 
non violence to the people around. It is a prophetic Message for our times, our nation, and world where violence and 
hatred have become ever more destructive, evil and reckless. The Student Christian Movement of India strongly         
condemnscondemns this ruthless violence against Swami Agnivesh. Social activist Swami Agnivesh was assaulted on 17th July 
2018  in BJP-ruled Jharkhand allegedly by Rightwing mob. The attackers beat him, pushed him to the ground and tore  
his clothes. Mobocracy has become very normal in the present day India. It is very painful that this incident took place 
in broad daylight. The ruling powers have allowed hatred to be practiced very freely in the nation.
We are deeply pained for what happened to social activist Swami Agnivesh. Let us pray for nonviolence as a style of 
politics, a way of thought and action, a core guideline of life, inspire and renew hearts and minds. The Student Christian 
Movement continues to address challenges of our present and future. Student Christian Movement of India is in          
solidarity with Swami Agnivesh to build a peaceful nation and social harmony. 

In Solidarity with Swami Agnivesh

Inbaraj Jeyakumar, General Secretary SCMI



We live in a world where Royal Consciousness became the ruling idea. We witness affluence, oppressive social 
policy, and static religion that have become numb against social oppressions around us. The corporate powers 
of our time have injected the dominant thinking into the people’s mind and created an environment of satiation 
to continue with their   plunder. But even in the midst of this corporate era Student Christian Movement of India 
is continuing its journey with Prophetic imagination piercing through the silence of this society with its  coura-
geous voice. The SCMI has well  understood the crux of the prophetic calling as “the task of the  prophet is not 
initiallyinitially to lead a movement towards social renewal, but to lead the people in creative,  artistic, public lament.” 
With SCMI’s primary work of ‘contemporising faith into praxis’ it is preparing the student community    under-
stand the social realities around us and the need for alternative consciousness. 
We are very much thankful to our dynamic leadership and active committee members for enabling SCMI to    
envision an alternative community, especially to our regional and national staff for steadily and restlessly     car-
rying the mission of SCMI. SCMI thanks our students and senior friends who are journeying with us in this       
prophetic mission. 
Student Christian Movement of India will continue to fight the Royal Consciousness with its actions and      
publications.  
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As the oldest women’s college in Madurai, Lady Doak College lays claim to seven decades of continuous existence. Miss Katie 
Wilcox, an American missionary who had a vision and fervor for women’s education, founded the college on 14th July 1948 at 
the Noyes Memorial Gardens, Tallakulam, Madurai, South India, at a time when there was no other institution for higher               
education exclusively for women in and around the city of Madurai. Currently the college offers 24 Undergraduate,                         
15 Postgraduate, 9 M.Phil, 3 Diploma, 3 PG Diploma and 2 certificate courses. Lady Doak College aims to bring about a        
wholesome transformation of women, with a well-balanced moral, social and spiritual outlook. wholesome transformation of women, with a well-balanced moral, social and spiritual outlook. 
 
All through the year, members of the Student Christian Movement are involved in various activities on campus and off campus. 
Apart from assisting the regular chapel services that are conducted thrice a day, they are involved in the following outreach           
activities:   
• Visiting CSI Mission Hospital every Sunday from 2.30 to 4pm
• Conducting Sunday Classes for children in the Chethamangalam village on Sunday evenings from 2 to 6pm
• Conducting Sunday Classes for children at Bird’s Nest on Sunday evenings from 2.30 to 4pm
Competitions organized monthly and annually by SCM enable students to hone their talents. Every Saturday evening worship 
time is made special by the SCM volunteers by enacting skits, songs, games, and other interesting activities. On the whole, SCM 
plays a pivotal role in the social and spiritual life of the student community.

Know Our Units

Lady Doak College, Madurai

Editorial

Benedict I R , Communication Desk



Student Christian Movement of India (SCMI) North East Zone II 
collaborated with Lhomithi Church and  observed World  Environ-
ment day on 3rd June 2018, at Lhomithi Baptist Church, Dimapur. 
The program was led by Mr Hokuto Yeptho, introduction about 
SCMI by Tolly T Yeptho (programme secretary), while speech on 
World Environment day was shared by Mr Kughaka Aye.
Some of the programme were responsive reading, Duet, offering 
and prayer, scripture reading, choreography.
SCMI North East zone II distributed 100 saplings to the Lhomithi 
Church.

SCM Meghalaya region observed World Environment Day on 5th 
June 2018. The programme was held  at Ri Bhoi Nongpoh College. 
It was led by Rev. M.S. Shadap, Advisor of Nongpoh Town Unit. 
Miss Shongkun Mynsiem Diengdoh, Programme Secretary, NEI 
Zone I spoke on World Environment Day. Saplings were planted 
towards the end of the programme. The intention of the programme 
was to remind the students about the relationship between human 
beingsbeings and nature. Through activities the students were encouraged 
to engage in actions that will protect and preserve the environment. 

Shongkun Mynsiem Diengdoh, Programme Secretary 
North East Zone I

World Environment Day
North East Zone II

In observance of World Blood Donor Day, a Blood Donation Camp 
was held on 14th June at NCCI Campus, Civil Lines, Nagpur. The 
blood donation camp was jointly organized by the Student Christian 
Movement of India – Mid India Region, National Council of Church-
es in India – Youth Concerns and New Life Charitable Trust. The 
camp was conducted under the theme “Blood Connects Us All”. 

On 22nd June the Student Christian Movement of India, John 
Robert Theological  Seminary unit organized one day voluntary 
blood donation camp in celebration of Thomas Jones Day. Stu-
dents and staff members came up voluntarily and donated blood. 
This camp motivated students to understand the importance of 
blood donation and the value of life.

Shongkun Mynsiem Diengdoh, Programme Secretary 

North East Zone I

Tolly Yeptho, Programme Secretary 
North East Zone II 

World Environment Day 
North East Zone I

Blood Donation Camps

Jeswin Rajan, Programme Secretary
Mid-India
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87th Regional Camp Andhra & Telangana Region
TheThe Student Christian Movement of India Andhra & Telangana Region organized the 87th regional programme on the theme 
“God’s Design: Human Disorder” at ASR Gardens, S. Kota, Vijayanagaram from 16th to 19th May 2018. The three days       
programme began with the inaugural session on the 16th May 2018.  Bible studies, workshops, and group discussions enabled 
participants to    reflect on the theme from different perspectives. The Programme were designed to help the participants to un-
derstand the theme in a systematic way. First day programme  surrounded the theme “human as the co-creators of creation.” 
TheThe second day’s programme began with the worship by selected crew from different units. The second day programme reflect-
ed on the theme “Leadership: God’s Design to eradicate Human Disorder.” There was a discussion on third day on the theme 
“Caste System a Human Disorder: Biblical Response” and special message with the theme “God’s Design is a Channel of Life: 
Ethical  Response.”  The final day session was closed with the vote of thanks and prayer by SCM Andhra & Telangana Program           
Secretary. 

Identifying and Responding to Vulnerability 
and Child Abuse

SCM Summer School of Music & Drama

On 26th May 2018, SCMI West Bengal Region Organized 
one day joint city program on the topic:  ‘Identifying and       
Responding to Vulnerability and Child Abuse’. Sixty            
participants attended this program. Participants joined from 
different secular city college units and few were from           
different likeminded organizations. The Programme began 
with      introductory remarks by Ms Jessica Chakraborty and 
a a short documentary of SCMI was shown to the participants 
to  introduce SCM Aims and Basis. Praise and Worship was 
led by Youth With A Mission Team (YWAM), Bangalore    
followed by welcome address and opening prayer by        
Rev. Barun Kumar Chakraborty, Founder of ‘Oasis         
Foundation’ Ministry. Mr Simon Mandi from Serampore 
College moderated the sessions. Resource Persons were Ad-
vocate Kotni George, City Civil Court Kolkata. Vice- Chair-
man of Christian Service  Society, Bengal, Bihar & Odisha, 
Rev. Sourabh Chakraborty and Prof. Taygi, IIT Kharagpur 
were also present.

The Summer School of Music and Drama was organized by 
Kerala SCM Programme Centre,Thiruvananthapuram in          
association with Resonance School of Music,                  
Thiruvananthapuram.
ItIt was held from May 7 to 14 at SCM Programme Centre, 
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram. The programme was an       
initiative to utilise the space and  purpose of the Programme 
Centre by organising programme and activities for the 
young generation. The objective of the Summer School was 
to equip high school students to   understand western music 
notation, play recorder (western flute), learn and sing songs 
fromfrom different genres, produce and perform a theatre play 
on a socially relevant topic. All these training not  only en-
abled them to learn a new skill but also to improve their              
confidence and reduce stage fear etc. 16 students from     
various walks of life attended the Summer School. Senior 
friend and former SCMI executive secretary, Mr. Santhosh 
George,  co-ordinated the programme.

Lovewin Cherian 
Programme Secretary, Kerala

Jessica Chakraborthy
Programme Secretary, West Bengal

 Gandham Raju,  Programme Secretary, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
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SCMI in partnership with YMCA Bangalore city hosted Iftar fellowship to show solidarity with our friends from 
Muslim community on the 12th of June, 2018 at YMCA Bangalore. More than hundred invitees from different faith 
traditions took part in the fellowship. Guest speaker of the day, Mr. Vikar Ahmed, senior journalist at Frontline spoke 
on Unity and Friendship. Besides, he stressed on the essence and ethos of Ramadan – the spirit of sharing, caring,      
generosity, and concerns and to experience and have a feel of the struggles and sufferings of our fellow beings. The 
Iftar fellowship was a call and cry for collective effort for togetherness and unity in every sector of society. It was a 
symbolic gesture of fellowship extended towards our friends from disymbolic gesture of fellowship extended towards our friends from different faiths.

SCMI joined the civil societies and people’s movements in Bangalore and went on to protest on 1st June 2018 saying 
no to sniper killing towards the unarmed protesters in Palestine who demand their fundamental rights,  during their 
march to return near Gaza's border on the 42nd Anniversary of Land Day from which Israel has expelled, 17 people 
majority were young men namely Omar Wahid Samur a farmer, Ahmad Omar Arafah, Ayed Hamaydeh, Mujahed 
Nabil, Osama rhamis, Subhi Abu Atawi, Fadi Msheik and many others  were killed and thousands were injured by the 
Israeli military forces.The similar kind of shooting held in Thoothukudi killing 13 people against the Vedanta sterlite's 
coppercopper smelter plant which is causing environmental degradation, it is assumed that the snipers were trained by the Is-
raeli military force.  

The protest went on in solidarity with the people of Palestine and thoothukudi who have lost their lives in fighting for 

Breaking the Fast for Breaking the Barriers

Manjulie Vaiphei, Gender and Social Justice Desk

Standing in Solidarity with People of Palestine 

Immanuel Simon, Human Rights Desk  



Globally, about 52% of the female population is of reproductive age. Most of these women and girls menstruate each 
month for about 2-7 days. Women spend an average of 3,000 days (about 8.2 years) of their lives menstruating. Con-
troversial passages in sacred texts across all religions have prompted many cultural stigmas about menstruation. 
There is a clear and urgent need to talk openly about menstruations, to fight superstitions, stigma and illogical  as-
sumptions about this very natural biological process. In order to do so, we have gone around Bangalore, asking ques-
tions to women and men. We love to ask questions, and when we get the answer, we enjoy even more to ask a further 
question. As part of our EVS project (European Voluntary Service), we have been conducting seminars, focus groups, 
and workshops, interviews with students, colleagues, and friends and sometimes we have even involved our families. 
We are trying very hard to normalize the discussion about menstruation. It’s time to break the stigma.

Are you ready to unlearn your prejudices and embarrassment? 

 In order to help the new staff understand the ethos and work-
ing structure of SCMI we had an  Orientation  Programme for 
four days at SCMI National Office. The programme was or-
ganized from 21st to 24th May 2018. 5 new staff members  
participated in the orientation programme. The new staff 
were trained on programme  management, account manage-
ment and working structure of SCMI.
The programme also focused on understanding the ethos of 
SCMI. The participants were given opportunity to  reflect 
upon contemporary topics through their understanding of 
SCMI aims and basis. New staff felt this orientation was very 
helpful to begin their new  journey with SCMI. 

SCMI North East Zone II organized World Day Against 
Child Labour in collaboration with "Bridge of Hope      
Ministry" Railway colony. Dimapur, Nagaland with the 
theme "Advocacy on Child Labour".  Human Rights is one 
of the major concern, that has been highlighted by the 
SCMI,   keeping that in mind the SCMI North East Zone II 
have taken up a step forward by  organizing program re-
latedlated to Human Rights.The main objective of this program 
was to make aware of the child labour and it's 
consequences/Constitutional provisions to the parents, 
children and teachers present there and also to make them 
aware about SCMI and to build a good networking with 
them.

Maria Elena, EVS Volunteer

 Benedict I R
Communication Desk

 Tolly Yeptho
Programme Secretary, North East Zone II

World Day Against Child Labour 

7

Staff Orientation 



Yabes Manoharan Renold Renganathan Ranjit Kerketta
Communication Desk

SCMI Wishes All the Best 
to the Out Going Staff 

SCMI Welcomes  New Staff

Programme Secretary
South Tamilnadu

Blessy Deborah
Programme Secretary  North Tamilnadu

Binu Bill Bright 
Programme Secretary

Karnataka 

Bahiru R. Gajbhiv

Vinod Shemron

Editorial Collective
Inbaraj Jeyakumar

Ibatista Shylla Vinod Shemron
Immanuel SimonDakerlin Mukhim

Manjulie Vaiphei
Jeba Jyothi. S

Benedict I R 

Design by Benedict IR

 Benedict I R

Programme Secretary
Western India

Associate Executive Secretary
Fellowship Desk

Communication Desk

Programme Secretary
Jharkhand

SCMI is grateful for their contribution and 
wishes them all the best in their new ventures 

SCMI Intensive Staff Training was organized from 19th March to 1st April 2018 at Oriental Theological Seminary (OTS), 
Dimapur. With the theme “Christian discipleship amidst present day challenges”, the training sought to enable programme 
staff reflect and rediscover anew the ethos of the movement, share and address concerns and challenges with regard to 
their work, enhance their perspectives on social and theological issues, and sharpen their professional skills such as        
communication, organizing, planning, counselling, management and so on.
InIn light of present day issues in our country that threaten values of democracy, ecumenism, secularism, and human dignity, 
the theme dealt with the notion of discipleship that limits its concern to the affairs of the church alone and is passive to the 
social issues around; it challenged us, who profess to be followers of Jesus, to reflect on our Christian vocation and          
participate in Jesus’ mission for social transformation if we are to sustain values of love and justice.
InsightsInsights and inputs from resource persons addressed the theme in one way or the other. While one part of the training       
explored the movement’s foundation and purpose theologically and analytically, another part dealt with perspective and 
skill learning on a wider social dimension. Group discussions and activities, physical work engagement such as digging a 
pond, games and sports, and participating in the life of the community in OTS were other highlights of the training.

Intensive Staff Training 

Student Christian Movement of India
# 29, 2nd Cross, CSI Compound, Mission Road Bangalore - 560027. 
Phone: +91-80- 22223761, 22124717, email- scmindia@gmail.com
www.scmindia.org

Dakerlin Mukhim, Faith Formation and Praxis Desk


